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Full Transcript 
Episode 1: Untraditional Partnerships with hosts Ray Mayfield & Tiara Jones 

 
Ray Mayfield  00:04 
Welcome to the front runner podcast with your hosts Ray Mayfield and Tiara Jones to engineers more 
from coworkers to in laws. And now business partners, creating a safe space to be open and honest 
about what it really takes to start and run a business. 
 
Tiara Jones  00:17 
We know it's easier said than done. But you were built for this and you are not alone. Join us each 
week to hear stories, lessons learned and strategies from trusted advisors and new and seasoned 
entrepreneurs on how to endure the marathon of entrepreneurship.  
 
Ray Mayfield  00:30 
Peace Yall Ray is here. 
 
Tiara Jones  00:31 
Hey, what's up? It's the Tiara.  Alright, welcome to the frontrunner podcast. Glad you guys joining us 
today for episode Numero Uno.  All right, let's get this going.  
 
Ray Mayfield  00:41 
So as you guys always note here as a planner, and I'm the you know, fly by the seat of my pants kind 
of guy. So to put this nice. I got a nice overview. Wow. So that's what we're gonna do we just go tell 
everybody. Yeah, you know, everybody has a script here for me to read from but guess what, y'all? 
 
Tiara Jones  00:59 
It's not a script. There's points. Oh, by the turn of movie on my laptop, so I don't see it now. This is us, 
y'all. 
 
Ray Mayfield  01:09 
You know, it's here, I felt it'd be a good idea for us to introduce ourselves, you guys reintroduce 
ourselves. And I said, Yeah, sure, why not? So hey, guys, I'll go first gentleman first. So as me Ray, 
you know, my background, United States Marine, through a radio operator coupled towards a combat in 
Iraq, found the most joy while in the Marines, learning how to be a good leader. And helping people as 
much as possible. From from there, you know, at my second tour in Iraq, I was like, yeah, this is 
enough for me, I need to go get more out of life. So I got out, wandered around for a year, went to 
school, figured out what I wanted to do. Um, then ended up in Northern Virginia, found a great gig up 
here. Lots of opportunity in this area for a guy with my background. So from from there with the school, 
graduate at George Mason University, undergrads and graduate system engineering. I'm pretty good, 
comfortable life. And then I met Tiara segway to TT. 
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Tiara Jones  02:18 
Alright, what's up, y'all? So I am Tiara. I am a pk. It's kind of relevant to the conversations that we'll be 
having. And how I grew up versus how I grew up. But yes, I grew up in the church all the time, I really 
wasn't the one to like, have a lot of outside activities because my outside activities were the church. So 
other than school, so you play church to is still everything church. Right? Okay. So with school, I'm an 
engineer, electrical and biomedical engineer. And my focus has really been on the books pretty much 
majority of my life, I really wasn't into sports or anything like that. Yeah, you weren't, I wasn't, we were 
different probably why? I'm the more you know, analytical planning, type one, and you're just like, oh, 
what's it's whatever, I'll play what is necessary. Okay? No, no, I plan all the time, okay.  
 
Ray Mayfield  03:14 
For the week, on Sunday night,  
 
Tiara Jones  03:17 
whatever. So I went to school for electrical engineering, because I just thought it was interesting in my 
physics class, and all the different things that we could create as far as robots and all that type of stuff 
that then led me down the road to looking at more things in the health field, and how different electrical, 
different electrical components and things can help in the biomedical field. So then I went to school 
went to get my master's in biomedical engineering. And from there, I kinda want to take a step back. 
There's always more to the story. So for electrical engineer, my first job out was kind of working in a 
lab. And so since I was so, you know, used to being in a lab with working in school, it was kind of like 
my kind of safe zone to be in a lab with my first job. And then from there, I realized that okay, this is 
interesting, but I need more than this. And so that's when, you know, really decided to go and pursue 
my Master's in biomedical engineering because I just wanted to see more, I was a little bit more limited, 
just in the job path that I was in, you know, working in government contracts and things like that. And so 
I wanted to see what else was out there. So go into school, get my master's in biomedical engineering 
is what I did. And it's been great ever since it's, it's opened up a lot of different doors for me, I met a lot 
of people as far as when it comes to different businesses different, you know, startup businesses, and 
how you can apply engineering and different types of technology to all types of different things. And so 
all the way from looking at using analytics in the health field to looking at actual devices. and things like 
that. And so taking it back to when Ray and I come back 
 
Ray Mayfield  05:05 
further, or back a little bit further, it's always fascinating. Thank you. Oh, go ahead. No, no, you 
 
Tiara Jones  05:13 
want to tell the story?  Oh yea, so yeah, sure. So I'm Tiara and I met, right. So like, Well, my story stops 
were Tni first interface. So working for a small government contracting company up in Northern Virginia. 
We're doing some call it like, you know, looking at hardware, right? So I do some hardware analysis 
stuff. And yeah, like I was thinking at this point, we're on like, day and night shifts at the job, and opted 
for the night shift. I was still going to school. So it's convenient for me to go like in the morning and, you 
know, go to work and then go to class late at night. I get to work sometimes. But anyway, so yeah, I 
mean, we're working. Originally, it was it was four of us, five of us there. And then we had like an influx, 
we hired a bunch of people and tear was among the bunch. You know? I don't know. I think that's, 
that's, that's how we met. Yeah, well, it was a little bit more than that. Because we since he was on 
night shift, I was on day shift. We just don't happen to share each other's debt. I let her use my 
workstation. Okay, sure. Even though that's her company that set the seating arrangement up, but 
Okay, so yeah, so I'm there. It's my first day, you know, I'm really trying to get the hang of things, 
getting my projects and things like that. And so, you know, being first dropped out of school, you know, 
I'm nervous. I'm the only girl there only girl, her son, all these men military minute that. So you know, 
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trying to find? Yeah, very well, trying to find my way in. And I'm packing up my stuff or whatever. Of 
course, me being, you know, trying to be the overachiever. First though yet is your first day. All right. 
Yeah. Well, so Well, let's go back your first day. I think I was going to classes some guys about 
Photoshop or something. And you were you were saying you were sitting there just looking into the 
abyss. I was like, man, like I was like, I was like, she looks she looks she looks very nice, meaning like 
a real cool person. And as like, she has a smile on her on her face. She has no idea what she's gotten 
herself into. back. So then the next day, facts,  
 
Ray Mayfield  07:08 
go for it 
 
Tiara Jones  07:11 
So here, I am about to clean up for the day. And I'd stay later than I should have known that night shift 
was coming in. And I can feel something behind me. But I was you know, kept doing what I was doing. 
And I turned around and here's this dog guy looking at me like, Hey, get up your seat. And I'm like, Oh, 
I'm so sorry. I apparently like rushing to put it on. He's like knob doesn't know my exact words. Ah, 
you're like, you're messy. That's pretty much get your issue and get out my seat. Yeah, it's probably 
what's that? Yep. You know, keeping it g for kids. But God, God, God's helped me grow. Here's step by 
step. So yeah, that's pretty much where this first started with Breanna. And it was really just, you know, 
I was the guy that he was the guy that I was sharing, you know, a desperate. And, you know, he helped 
me out a lot with learning, you know, how to do the job, how to navigate, you know, different 
relationships with people in the job, work relationships with people. salutely Absolutely. You did? You 
know, I wouldn't let you know that. But But she did. Definitely do it. So it's kind of like a, you know, big 
brother mentor type of thing, in a way. And so from there, um, there were times when he would come 
in, you know, in day shift, because certain things, you know, things got really busy. And they would 
always used to talk about like, Hey, we're going out, you know, later at night, you know, just to go get 
something to eat. They would always have weekends. We're working weekends for a while, right. When 
we were a couple months. Yeah. And so so they was cars, their lunch break, it would pretty much be 
dinner, and they would go grab food and stuff like that. And they were like, We have to work. How 
about we all just get together like day shift and night shift. And I had mentioned my sister to them. And 
they were like, just bring your sister be cool. And I'm like, I'll pick up I'll see y'all all the time. I mean, no 
one want to go. 
 
Ray Mayfield  08:59 
Knock on players. So we were going out. We've been working hard weekends for a couple of months in 
a row and meeting so many guys. Night Shift, went out a couple times on Friday night, hung out, have 
dinner, you know, whatever. And then there was a Saturday that came and we're like, Hey, man, we're 
going to go out tonight. Let's invite everybody. So this is the second time we invited tear out a couple 
times with this. So let's let's be clear. She always said no. I was like, Yeah, whatever. So this time, I 
was like, Hey, man, you want to come out with this. And I was like, bring your sister you talk about it all 
the time. So bring them with you, whatever, just to make her feel more comfortable. So she wasn't just 
hanging out with a pack of wolves. So anyway, um, you know, fast forward to the night they wanted that 
they were available to come. Like I said, we live in Northern Virginia. So we're going out to a place in 
DC just to hang out. They were bowling or some I don't know. And Tiara is like, hey, my, my sister's 
boyfriend has a spot in DC that he owns we can go to I was like, oh bed perfect. I'm thinking I have free 
free free drinks. So, you know, we might have up to DC we get there and uh As usual, I'm like, hey, t 
we're here. Oh, we're just leaving the house. Oh, got it. Okay, cool. So, you know, we're in DC there 
and they're out a little further west and Virginia. So it's gonna take them probably an hour to get there. 
Fast forward in time. You know, we've we've we went to a couple different spots by then and then they 
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said they're there. So we went back to the spot was supposed to meet her sisters boyfriends bar. And, 
you know, we're sitting 
 
Tiara Jones  10:23 
It was really her boyfriend, but they were just friends. But, okay, continue.  
 
Ray Mayfield  10:27 
All I could do is I'm recalling the story you told me.  Okay, so your sister's boyfriend so  
 
Tiara Jones  10:31 
as you were,  
 
Ray Mayfield  10:32 
thank you, we get to that spot. And then they you know, she's like, hey, well come on upstairs. Now my 
God calling my backs to the door when the guys are going. There's tiara. So I'm like, Hey, what's up t 
glad you can make it also sounds like she's my sister. Nicole is like, Hey, what's up, girl, give her a hug. 
She said I love you. I was like I said, Excuse me. She said what she said my name is Nicole was like, 
okay, ya know? Love you. Hey, helps me all the time. I don't know about you. But I haven't me all the 
time. So I guess you'd like like, you know, a lot of women tell me they love me. So we got to find your 
place online. This the life I was living back then. So, um, you know, the night goes on? We're still 
hanging out at work. I was talking to her boyfriend's bar. And we're just kicking out the being ordered 
some food and had had, you know, some adult beverages. beverages because yes, me and my sister 
were even Wilder, we invited her to a bar and she's like, yeah, we're fasting. I was like, Whoa, this is 
gonna be interesting. So you get the plan. Okay. Yeah, you guys. And honestly, this this, that night 
taught me a lot about you and your sister. But we'll get to that. Maybe five podcasts from now. So we 
get to the other spot was like a gaming room? You know, is? Are we allowed to say the name of the 
place? I don't know it was darts. It was you know? Yes. The game room I'll tell you the name of if you 
want to know the name of the DMV, I'll tell you. So we went down to the underground gaming room. 
Also, we're down there hanging out. It was a club was music going. But we were on the side where the 
adults hang out who play like pool and throw darts. So some will call those names. So like we're 
hanging out chillin and throwing darts and terrorists. Their system goes like, Hey, I know how to play 
darts. And then she's ready to get right to a dart with a guy sent up there by the target is like, Hey, man, 
probably not a good idea. Probably Wait, he moves so you don't hit him. So you know, she didn't know 
how to play. So I was giving her some tips on how to how to shoot darts. And she became better. 
Because everybody that I help becomes awesome at whatever they want to be. True story. Here we 
go. So night goes on midnight hits Sierra and assists to take a toast of cranberry juice with this was a 
cranberry juice. It was Southern we're water out. Yeah, it was juice on water. Yeah. And then that's 
pretty much tonight. 
 
Tiara Jones  12:56 
And then from there we go. Long story short. From there. My sister became interested in Ray. And 
there were multiple other outings that we went on. And pretty much the rest was was history when it 
came to that to that point. So my co worker, Ray and then co because at one point Ray became kind of 
my boss, and not really, but I guess he was like the Quality Manager,  
 
Ray Mayfield  13:18 
If I said get here you got here  
 
Tiara Jones  13:23 
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So yeah, so my coworker and the person that I shared a seat with a desk with, okay, my boss, and then 
ended up being my brother in law. Crazy, crazy, crazy, it's still blows my mind to this day, sometimes 
about it, whatever. So we've had many different levels of our relationship when it comes to you know, 
religious being on a strictly work relationship. And then him seeing me at home in my element. And yes, 
it is night and day  
 
Ray Mayfield  13:51 
back then back then Tiara Tiara was a little more jagged and issues now. We're going to school, as you 
know,  
 
Tiara Jones  13:58 
it was a stressful time in my life. Yeah. Yeah. You were younger, too. So you know, there's there's 
always that so not me. I mean, but you know, you always been cool, man. Yeah, so like, you know, as 
we went on separate paths, and our professional growth, you know, tear going one way but kind of still 
staying on the technology, technology cutting trends. And as I'm on the side of, you know, system 
analysis, system development for the Department of fence. You know, I was like, Hey, man, like if you 
ever need Neptune you haven't even want to change in which don't eat like hot. Let me in like slash 
say, No, we see we worked but we always saw each other after work was, you know, of course, our 
sister was in love with me. And I was in love with her sister, too. So yeah, we're married at this point. 
So you know, we're, it's family was hanging out. Never a dull moment. And then I think, you know, 
Tiara, Tiara, hit her ceiling and ready to do something different and hit me up and I'm grateful. You 
know that I was working for a guy I was looking for talented people and wanted to hire a young black 
woman. And we had the opportunity to do so. And Tiara came on board. Yeah. started working together 
again. Yep. This time I was again her boss. But then I said, Hey, you know what? We're on the same 
level. 
 
Ray Mayfield  15:17 
Cool, its cool.   
 
Tiara Jones  15:18 
each other bosses you don't had to call me sir anymore? It's cool. But yeah, and then from working 
together in a department offense, another opportunity presented itself to start a company. Right. And I 
mean, at that point, both of us were kind of over working for other people, we both had a lot of things 
that we wanted to do. But we were kind of limited to do that, based on who we were working for at the 
time. And so we started, you know, looking at other opportunities. God started opened up a lot of doors, 
and we were like, Well, you know, what if we do try to just try this thing and start our business on our 
own, because we have talked about it before, but I was always the one like, have you got to learn more 
about that next episode? 
 
Ray Mayfield  15:58 
So if I know anything about Tiara Tiara is not a risk taker. Tiara Tiara has to she's like she said before 
she's she's the analytical side, Tiara is breaking down the, you know, down to the micro detail about 
decisions that she makes plants off to you the world, the world. Part of reason, you know, the world is 
so great is because people like you, right? Other parts because he liked me. Because I was like, Yo, 
I'm tired. I'm making a move. Go. 
 
Tiara Jones  16:27 
Yep. And that's where you have this balance of how we started strategic consulting still, to this day. 
Exactly. Exactly.  
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Ray Mayfield  16:36 
It works well, though.  
 
Tiara Jones  16:37 
So yeah, I mean, we've been two years strong. And our second year in was kind of when COVID hit, 
you hit the pandemic hit. And we started kind of in the summer, we took advantage of the extra time 
that we had, being at home, and we started doing what we called the front runner live. And so we went 
Yep, Facebook, Instagram, we went live every week, there's going on at this point, nothing was I know, 
we talked about things being scripted and things like that, but it really isn't scripted. But that was that 
was pretty much just a really free fall. Yeah, we had, like we were we would do is like get a topic like 
that day. Put it up on social media by Hey, come join us the day before, before typically when we do it, 
but I found it to be quite quite amazing. Personally, because like I think that really showed me like a lot 
we got to like a lot of love, like our friends you know, saying like, like cattle with the high school which 
was in the military with friends I met up here working in a professional environment, people like robot 
like it was it was amazing to see them come on and give support and then also be engaged in a 
conversation. So I was pretty dope. Yeah, it was. And so I mean, we kept up with that. Every week from 
I think we had maybe one or two breaks, because it was family birthdays. And you know, that famous 
important for us. So we took a break. We did that from July to December. And then we say you know 
what, you know, things are starting to pick up with, you know, our, you know, kind of nine to five jobs or 
day jobs and things like that. And we said we still want to keep this up, but we can't keep it up in this 
capacity. And so we kind of switch gears and we started the front runner packet. Yay, all Tiara's I did. I 
like I like the Facebook Live. But I think the podcasts gonna be just as cool to let me go still do live. So I 
saw Yeah, most definitely can do. I just knew with me, I like to be consistent and being consistent with 
everything that we had yesterday that her name is Sierra sheduled Oh, I find whatever shedule If it was 
up to Ray, he would have been like, oh, we'll do the lads when we get to. And I'm like, No, 
 
Ray Mayfield  18:39 
no, no, no, we would continue doing the lives every Wednesday, I would admit away so like so like, you 
know, with with me being back, like at a nine to five grind. My My days are ridiculous. And, you know, 
my, my amazing wife, my two beautiful daughters. And then the next thing you know, I blink my eyes. 
And it's the next day in the morning, my alarms went off. So they the days go by pretty quick for me. 
But I would have did everything I could to shift and make it work. But no worries, we're here so 
 
Tiara Jones  19:03 
and we were kind of to go on the path of let's not try to overwhelm ourselves. And do you know too 
much when we don't have to learn. And so yeah, we're still learning how to manage a nine to five rate 
managing 95 with a wife, kids and she has her you know her own business as well. And so as a boss, 
we were we found in our founder and our group. And I think this is going to work out pretty well. In 
addition to doing the lives you know, when we can work. And so you know, from this story, which I'm 
sure not a lot of you were probably expecting. I could say this. Just don't resist any of the God ordained 
curveballs that comes your way because if you would have came to me and said, Oh yeah, you're 
going to be going into business but your brother in law that you've met when you first started working, 
I'm gonna like you're right, that sounds insane. But God had a plan from the very beginning because I 
actually had a different job that I was going to go to and it was actually what I thought at the time was 
kind of my dream employer and I turned it down. Kind of mostly because of the commute. And it just I 
wasn't at peace with it. But I see now that this is the reason why I wasn't at peace with it because God 
wanted me to be at this particular job in order to meet Ray and other people that I met her to get to this 
point right now. No, yeah, absolutely, I think I think we can all look back at what we in our fleshly body 
see a disappointment. And then once we mature a little bit and say, you know, it was God's plan, you 
know, me, so it's as awesome as awesome. Everything happens for a reason it does. And it's all bigger 



    - 7 - 

than you. And so just get out of yourself and just, you know, stay in the will of God. So, so from us, as 
you can see, with this first episode, you're going to just get us as exactly how we are, we're not 
planning to really do a lot of editing or nothing, just you're just gonna get this right. How was the sheer 
conversation and talking just with the lives but we're going to have, you know, more of an overview of 
what we're talking about up, it's gonna be more prepared, you're still gonna get how we are? Yeah, 
yeah, no doubt, no doubt, like, we're gonna give you guys great content. I think you guys who for those 
who follow us on a live, we're engaged in a conversation, solid stuff, we're the direction we're going to 
things we talk about, you know, our background. You know, while we do that, outside of academics, our 
background is in the tech sector is in helping companies grow. Whether you own a small startup 
yourself, or you're working for a small startup where you have an idea, or, you know, we come from a 
background where we help companies grow, we've helped certain initiatives and technologies to grow 
into something big. You know, so we bring that that perfect combination of things to the table. You 
know, we're looking at program management, you know, you're looking at best hiring practices you're 
looking at, you know, how do I start my company and product development, development, and you're 
looking at how to bring a creative and fun and joyful environment to your organization. Those are things 
we can definitely assist. Yeah, absolutely. So thank you for joining us on the first episode of the front 
runner podcast. Until next time,  
 
Ray Mayfield  22:02 
Peace yall 
 
Tiara Jones  22:03 
 Stay solid 
 


